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chair:
Kevin Baalham
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Chrissy Balchin
pr: 
Rowena Hall
and everything else: 
Sara Viney

Contact
website:
www.greyhoundhomer.
org.uk
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sally@greyhoundhomer.
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Greyhoundhomer 
Suffolk RGT
twitter:
www.twitter.com/
Greyhoundhomer
ebay:
Greyhoundhomer RGT 
Suffolk
telephone: 
01473 659866

Contributions
Contributions, comments 
and suggestions are 
always welcome!
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Chair’s Chat 

Well it doesn’t seem 5 minutes ago we were celebrating 112 dogs going to their 
new homes in 2011. In 2012 the number has fallen but still between 85-90 dogs 
will have gone home this year. Sadly returns were the primary concern early in 
the year, this year we have felt the effects of the economic climate along with 
everyone else.

The GH Dog Show was held on a very wet Easter Monday. To say the weather 
was bad is an understatement and that was the start of a disastrous show season. 
The Suffolk Show was cancelled on day two which lost us 40,000 potential new 
owners. This carried on all summer making it hard for all our volunteers. Despite 
all that, dogs were re-homed as a direct result of these shows.

The year started with a music night arranged by one of our owners, Kevin 
Lambert, with over £1000 raised. There is another planned for March 2013! 
Recently we had our annual quiz night which raised £722. I can’t talk about 
fundraising without mentioning Vicky Johnston who raised £265 this year on 
her annual half marathon run. A massive thank you to all that have fundraised 
for us during the year it is a big help to us and all the dogs. Hannah Day and 
her friends Hannah and Charlie raised £500 for GH from the Orwell Walk and 
another £260 from a Quiz Night. Copella, a local company kindly donated a box 
trailer to us, this has been a huge help to us this year for storage purposes as 
well as transporting our products and stall to the shows. A huge thank you to 
Richard Newson who nominated us, and to his employers who support local 
charities such as us.

Greyhound Homer would not be successful with the support and 
help of  John and Debbie Mullins, Jeff Rayner and all the staff of 
Dillymore, the care they give to the greyhounds is second to none and 
it is because of them that the greyhounds go home in such good condition. 
 
A New Year beckons with new challenges ahead and hopefully many more 
forever homes for the greyhounds. We are already booking shows for next year 
and looking forward to meeting old and new owners at the various events  but 
before that we have Christmas to look forward to, for some greyhounds it will be 
their first Christmas in a home and for others they will already know the joys of 
Christmas leftovers and presents. So on this note, all the committee would like 
to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year

 
Kevin
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Shows

All About Dogs
Trinity Park
8 / 9 April

Suffolk Country & Game 
Fair
Glemham Hall
5 / 6 May TBC

Hadleigh Show
Holbecks Park
18 May

Suffolk Show
Trinity Park
29 / 30 May

Food and Drink Festival
Castle Park
22 / 23 June tbc

Tendring Show
Lawford House Park
14 July

Suffolk Dog Day
Helmingham Hall
28 July TBC

Events

Music Night
Grundisburgh Village Hall
16th March 2013

Walks

Boxing Day Walk 
Felixstowe Sea Front
26 December 2012 
11am Start

More details on Website

Dates for your 
2013 Diary

Robin Hood Show October 2012
Probably the best show weather wise if the  year!  A lovely two days  with lots of 
Greyhound Homer hounds paying us a visit plus  good enquiries. On the Sunday  
Carol, Roger and Hannah Gregory kindly judged our fun dog show and had a 
difficult job deciding on the winners. Lots of people with all sorts of dogs came 
and joined in and a lot of fun was had by all involved.

Here are the photos of all the lovely winners.

Prettiest Bitch Handsome Dog

 Doggy Family

Judge Would Like to take Home

 Best of the Rest

 Black Beauty
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How you can help 
and support us
We are always very grateful 
for any support that we 
receive, whether it is in the 
form of donations of money 
or items, or by giving  your 
time or effort. These are 
some of the ways you can 
help:

• We always love to 
see you at shows 
and events - nothing 
promotes greyhounds 
more than seeing 
a gaggle of them 
behaving perfectly! 
Or volunteer and give 
us a hand yourself.

• For the kennels
       old duvets & towels
       shredded paper
       dog treats
       unwanted leads,  
       collars, coats and 
       muzzles
• We now have an ebay 

account.  We can 
either auction your 
donated items, or you 
can donate money 
via Paypal or you can 
donate a percentage of 
your ebay sales to us.

• Donation of raffle 
prizes for the events 
we put on during the 
year.

• We have business cards 
for when you are out 
and about with your 
hounds and people 
show interest - or 
posters to put up.

Toby came to us from a holding kennel 
9 months ago and didn’t settle too 
well, he spent a lot of time pacing up 
and down the kennel and didn’t look 
happy at all. The staff at Dillymore 
decided to put him in an outside 
paddock so he could see what was 
happening around him. Toby is now 
a lot happier and has mainly stopped 
the pacing. Toby does have a mind of 
his own and loves routine but is prone 
to putting his brakes on when out 
walking. Toby has finally found trust 
in the staff at the kennels and is now 
looking for a fuss whenever he can 
get it.

We have thought long and hard on 
what sort of home we are looking for 
Toby. We think he would be happier 
with 1-2 owners preferably with a 
large garden where he can get all 
the exercise he wants. He will need 
someone who is happy to earn his 
trust and who will understand his 
ways and show him patience. We will 

Toby needs a Special Home

certainly consider letting Toby go to 
a foster home for a while to get him 
ready for rehoming.

Toby is a 5 year old blue boy and just 
needs that chance, are you the one 
who can give him a chance?

If you would like to offer Toby a home 
either fostering or adoption please 
contact Kevin on 01473 659866 or 
email sally@greyhoundhomer.org.uk

Does your dog pull on the lead?
My little greyhound girl, Fancy, is a puller.
We had a harness for her and attached 
the lead to the loop on the top but she still 
pulled and the harness made her worse 
when she saw other dogs squirrels etc.

Whilst at the Robin Hood show I came 
across a stand called Xtradog, they 
promote two point harnesses and also 
Tellington TTouch.  They were very 
helpful, and we put a harness on Fancy. 
They gave us a 30 minute demonstration 
on how to effectively use it and also told 
us about Tellington TTouch. The harness 
is very comfortable and adjusts to give a 
snug fit. It comes with a front ring which 
sits on the dog’s breast bone and a ring 

on the top of the dogs back.  When used 
with a double ended lead you are able 
to attach the lead to the front ring and 
on the top of the harness. This removes 
pressure from the dog’s neck and helps 
the dog move in balance, great for dogs 
that pull or spin.   

When the dog pulls you gently pull back 
with pressure on the top end of the 
lead and release, then gently take the 
pressure on the end of the lead attached 
at the breast bone, by doing this the dog 
has nothing to pull against – and stops 
pulling!!   It has made such a difference to 
walking Fancy – she no longer pulls like 
a steam train and seems more relaxed 
and enjoys her walks more and so do 
I,  the change was almost immediate.   
For more information regarding the 
Harness and TTouch please go to  
www.xtradog.com/shop/harnesses/
fleece-harness.html. There are some very 
useful videos on their web site about basic 
dog training and correct use of the harness.                                                
 
Chrissy
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Annie

Billy

Ellie May

Paddy

Toby

Taz

Totti

Des

Homeless Hounds

Please do get in touch with 
Sally or Kevin if you are 
interested in homing any 
of these hounds.

Travellin’ 

Saturday 
16 March 2013

7.30 - 11pm

@

Light 

only £6 Tickets

RAFFLE

live music from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s

get on down to 

Grundisburgh Village 
Hall

Ipswich Road,
Grundisburgh

IP13 6TJ

Bar supplied by the 
Shepard and Dog PH, 

Hollesley 

available from
Sally on 01473  659866 

or Kevin Lambert on 
07857 624876

All proceeds from tickets 
and raffl  e to 

Greyhound Homer  

RCN: 269668 

Quiz Night 2012
On 29th September, at Nacton Village 
Hall, 9 intrepid quiz teams gathered 
to take part in the third annual 
Greyhound Homer quiz night.

The prize for the winning team was 
a huge trophy kindly donated by 
Stuart Robinson and bottles of wine, 
with bars of chocolate rather than the 
more usual wooden spoons for the 
unfortunate team in last place.

Congratulations should go to all the 
quiz teams, some of the questions 
were a bit tricky, but nobody disgraced 
themselves. Some of the questions 
certainly got people thinking, with one 
distraught quizzer heard saying after 
a round about famous quotations: 
“we had all the right answers, but not 
necessarily in the right order”.

The winning team were “Generation 
Gap” - including long-standing 
greyhound owners Catherine Raffe 
and Richard Scott and some of Sally 
Baalham’s relatives. They narrowly 
beat the “Blue Canaries”, winners for 
the past two years. It was good to see 
competitive spirit alive and well.

Robin Bradley was in his element 
as quiz master, microphone in 
hand, quietly keeping things moving 
throughout the evening. He said it 
was a pleasure to host an evening 
with such an entertaining group of 
quizzers.

Teams supplied their own drinks, the 
noise levels grew steadily throughout 
the evening, and there were reports 
of a few sore heads the next day (we 
saw you with the extra-extra-strong 
cider, Jeff)! There was no waste food, 
leftover cheese and pate was enjoyed 
by the dogs at kennels the following 
day.

Most importantly, we raised the 

magnificent sum of £722.90 for 
Greyhound Homer. Thanks to all who 
donated raffle prizes, the competitors, 
the kitchen helpers, the question 
writers and the quiz master. The quiz 
night is now an established part of 
the Greyhound Homer calendar, and 
a great time was had by all. See you 
in 2013!

Travellin’ Light 
Saturday 16th March
Anyone who attended last year will 
know what a good band Travellin’ 
Light are and how lucky we are to 
have a night put on by Kevin Lambert.
Kevin is owned by Jack Spark and 
has been a supporter of GH for the 
past six years. This year the venue 
is Grundisburgh Village Hall, tickets 
are the same as last year at £6.  
Hope to see you there.

Xmas for the Hounds
While your lucky hounds are 
enjoying their Christmas with you 
and your families spare a thought 
for those still waiting for homes.  
If you would like to give those hounds 
a little gift then tinned goodies are 
always a treat and can be shared 
between them.They especially enjoy  
tuna in oil, pichards in oil or tomato 
sauce, corned beef or similar.

Thank you all and Happy Christmas.


