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How quickly this year has passed it only seems a short while ago that we had our first
show of the year at Easter. This year has seen a few shows fold with a few new shows
taking their place. It is very important that we’re at these shows as a great deal of dogs
we re-home come as a result of our greyhounds being seen at them. This year the
weather has been much kinder than last year and attendances have been up.
On the homing side it has been much quieter than we would have liked and our
homings are down on previous years. Although that is disappointing we are on target to
re-home 70-80 greyhounds in the year, which in this climate is something for us all to
be proud of.
Recently we re-homed Toby; many of you in the past 18 months will have seen Toby
when picking your hound and we said at the time we were looking for that special
home for him. Also many times we have all said “will we ever find a home for him?”
Fortunately he has now found his forever home and is settling in very well and is very
much loved.
We have recently had a few returns come back to us. This is always a hard time for
all and in most cases it is nothing to do with the dog. Hopefully their stay will be short
ones as kennel life is much harder for the dogs when they have had a taste of home
life. Millie and Silver are 2 dogs that have been in a home and you can read all about
them below.

Milly and Silver Need a Home Together
Contact
website:
www.greyhoundhomer.
org.uk
email:
sally@greyhoundhomer.
org.uk
facebook:
Greyhoundhomer
Suffolk RGT
twitter:
www.twitter.com/
Greyhoundhomer
ebay:
Greyhoundhomer RGT
Suffolk
telephone:
01473 659866

Contributions
Contributions, comments
and suggestions are
always welcome!

Milly and Silver need a home together, they have been a pair for two years, sadly
following owners going abroad for work, they need a new home. Milly has just
turned five and Silver is four in October. They have been to shows and walks
and behaved impeccably with everyone, two or four legged. They love treats
and are very kissy, affectionate dogs. Milly is the boss, of course, and Silver
likes it. They curl up together to sleep even if they have bickered in the day.
Such a couple can’t be split so if anyone thinks they could take the two of them together
do get in touch and come and meet them. They have already melted a few hearts.
Telephone 01473 659866 or email sally@greyhoundhomer.org.uk

www.greyhoundhomer.org.uk

Star by Name and Star by Nature.
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Dates for your
2013 Diary
Shows
Robin Hood Show
Trinity Park
Ipswich
12, 13 October

Events
Quiz Night
23 November
Nacton Village Hall
Nacton
Doors open at 7pm
Tickets £7.50

Walks
Mistley
6 October
10.30am Start
Alton Water
3 November
10.30am start
Boxing Day
Felixstowe Prom
26 December
11am Start
More details on Website
Coffee /Tea with mince
pies half way at Kev’s dads
beach hut.

When Suzanne Brindley
contacted Greyhound
Homer, Kevin knew
immediately that this
wasn’t going to be
any usual homing.
Suzanne is manager
of the Prince of Wales
residential home in
Ipswich, and wanted to
home a greyhound, not
for herself, but for the
home!
Of all the dogs available
in kennels, Star seemed
the most suitable. She
is very sweet natured,
mother of 2 litters of
puppies and 8 years old. When Suzanne visited kennels, she didn’t need to see any
other greyhounds and plans were made for the home to take Star for a trial period.
When Kevin took Star to the home, he spent a few hours there making sure that
everybody was happy. It quickly became apparent that Star was indeed the perfect
greyhound for the job. She introduced herself to the residents, sniffed around her new
home, figured out where everything was and made herself at home. Kevin kept in touch
over the next month to make sure that everything was going smoothly, and after a
successful trial period Star was formally adopted by the home.
The official handover took place on Tuesday, August 13th. Radio Suffolk broadcast a
10 minute segment from the home, local media sent a photographer and subsequently
published articles in both the Evening Star and the East Anglian Daily Times, and Samuel
Zelmer-Jackson from RGT head office also visited. We are hoping that this marvellous
publicity will lead to more greyhounds finding their forever homes,locally and nationally.
Star starts off every day in true greyhound style - with 5 minutes of zoomies in the home’s
garden. From then on, she’s the centre of attention, with an abundance of residents
wanting to fuss her. She has been known to steal a biscuit or three, although she has her
own well-stocked treat box at the home’s reception. Star’s quirks are gradually emerging,
and the attention she pays to the local cats preening themselves outside the home’s
glass entrance doors is the cause of much amusement.
Suzanne is pleased to report that Star intuitively knows when a resident, employee or
visitor to the home doesn’t want to make friends, and keeps her distance accordingly.
She also provides company for night shift workers, as being on duty while everybody
should be sleeping can get quite lonely. Star has a cosy bed tucked away in a corner of
the entrance hallway, but where she can still keep half an eye on everybody’s comings
and goings. Employee Mary has a greyhound of her own, and in the weeks before our
visit, she’d been busy baking meat and fishy treats for Star. Mary said “I thought Suzanne
was joking when she said there was a greyhound coming to live in the home, everybody
knows I love the breed and having Star here is a delight”.
Suzanne was hoping that Star would help during end of life care, but as Sally pointed out,
it is difficult to predict how greyhounds will react under those circumstances. We were
stunned when Suzanne reported that Star spent nearly 3 days with a family during a
resident’s last days - she wouldn’t leave the room and had a calming effect on the family,
who were so taken with Star that they wanted to take her home with them.
It hasn’t all been plain sailing, Suzanne has had to conduct numerous risk assessments.
She is of the opinion that the obvious therapeutic benefits that Star provides to the home
residents makes everything worthwhile. We look forward to hearing more about Star’s
antics and hope that other residential homes will follow Suzanne’s initiative and consider
providing homes for greyhounds.

www.greyhoundhomer.org.uk

Christmas is Coming....
This years Christmas cards are
available now and as gorgeous
as always. The price has been
fixed yet again so is still £4 per
pack of 12. Two sets Humerous
and Traditional, are available from
us directly or via our ebay page.

Suffolk branch of the Retired Greyhound Trust
RCN 269866

How you can help
and support us
We are always very grateful
for any support that we
receive, whether it is in the
form of donations of money
or items, or by giving your
time or effort. These are
some of the ways you can
help:
•

•

•

•

•

We always love to
see you at shows
and events - nothing
promotes greyhounds
more than seeing
a gaggle of them
behaving perfectly!
Or volunteer and give
us a hand yourself.
For the kennels
old duvets & towels
shredded paper
dog treats
unwanted leads,
collars, coats and
muzzles
We now have an ebay
account. We can
either auction your
donated items, or you
can donate money
via Paypal or you can
donate a percentage of
your ebay sales to us.
Donation of raffle
prizes for the events
we put on during the
year.
We have business cards
for when you are out
and about with your
hounds and people
show interest - or
posters to put up.

We will have stock at all walks before
Christmas and also at the Quiz
Night as well as at Kevin and Sally’s
house. We also have Hils Illustrations
Mugs which feature all the wonderful
designs that the previous years’
Christmas cards have had on them.
Gorgeous and an ideal stocking filler
at only £5 each.

Quiz
Night
booked!

is

Diaries out and ink in
Saturday 23rd November.
Same venue, same price
and the same good time
(or maybe better). Will the
winners from last year come
and try to retain the cup?
This is a great night and
it would be lovely to see
old and new friends come
along and support the
greyhounds. This is our
major fundraiser of the
year and we are always
grateful
for
donations
of items for the raffle.
Tickets are available at
any of our walks or from
Kevin or Sally - Ring 01473
659866 or email sally@
greyhoundhomer.org.

www.greyhoundhomer.org.uk

New Walk in and around Rendham
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Homeless Hounds
Bridie

Recently Wendy Wray and SGLS, arrnaged a walk in the lovely village of Rendham.
It was a new one for Greyhound Homer and couldn’t have been better, a warm day
with over forty hounds and a very warm welcome at the village pub.
It is always great to go on walks in new places, if you think there is a lovely one
near you, why don’t you get in touch and lead a group of hounds and owners
around for a stroll - especially if there’s a good pub at the finish!

Meet Lily

Clarence

Ivor

Silver

Milly

Emma

Molly

Pip

Please do get in touch with
Sally or Kevin if you are
interested in homing any
of these hounds.

Lily came to Dillymore Kennels when she was 16 months old and I fell for her straight
away. Her racing name was Ballymac Delight, Deedee was her kennel name and
she was so fluffy with kennel coat, her coat was more cream and brown than
white and black. She quickly
had reserved put on her
picture on the website and
Kevin then got to meet her. As
a greyhound she would need
to go to shows, get along with
other dogs and, of course,
meet Kevin and Sally’s
then current grey Smokie.
Gotcha Day was Good Friday
2010, her first test was meeting
Smokie which of course was
fine, him being such a lovely
boy with the ladies. Then she
went straight up to Trinity Park
to meet everyone and all the
dogs of all shapes that would
be there. Lily was amazing,
she took everything in her
stride and fitted in a treat.
At the shows she is adorable
with everyone she meets and
is so gentle with the children.
This month she will turn five
and has matured into a grand
dame, she rules our youngster
Ty and any dogs that visit,
making sure they know how
to behave in her house.
Our
lovely
Lily
xx

Sally
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