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and everything else: 
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Contributions
Contributions, comments 
and suggestions are 
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Chair’s Chat 
Hopefully everyone has gotten over Christmas and you all received what you wanted 
and more. I hope you also have had a good start to the New Year; many of the 
greyhounds at Dillymore have had a good start with 11 dogs already starting the 
New Year in homes. It always amazes me how greyhounds quickly adapt to a totally 
different way of life to what they have been used to. We have re-homed many older 
greyhounds that have spent all their lives in kennels; I have heard it said it is wrong to 
take them away from what they have always known. From our experience we find the 
oldies usually settle the best and we think they are just grateful for a loving home. 
 
The New Year is looking promising and I am sure when we start attending shows and 
meeting prospective owners the numbers of greyhounds finding homes will increase. 
We always say the best advertising for us is greyhounds in the home. I am sure many 
of you will have been stopped and asked about your dogs; this is when you can help 
us by telling people how good they are and what great pets they make.

I cannot let this newsletter go by without mentioning the support we received from you 
in the last quarter of the year, once or twice we needed extra help and support and you 
all came up trumps for us, helping the dogs when help was needed. On behalf of all 
the committee, staff at Dillymore, our volunteers and of course the greyhounds thank 
you. 

Toffee Needs Someone Special
Toffee has had a rough time 
recently, he had been in a home 
for almost a year but his owner 
became unwell and could no 
longer care for him. When he was 
returned to us, he had a limp which 
we found from two vet visits was 
due to corns, which have been 
removed. Toffee has become used 
to walking on hard surfaces on 
three legs but once on soft ground 
he is fine. We have brought him a 
bootee to see if that can help too. 
 
Toffee was born in September 
2007 and was a great pet when 
he was at home. He walks well on 
the lead and ignores other dogs 
when out and about. He is a very  

affectionate lad and loves company. Toffee needs someone who can help him enjoy life 
to the full. If they have lots of walks around them on soft ground that would be perfect for 
this special fella.

If you would like to meet Toffee do get in touch, 01473 659866 or email sally@
greyhoundhomer.org.uk
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Shows

All About Dogs Show
Trinity Park
Ipswich 
18 / 19 April

Hadleigh Show 
Holbecks Park 
Hadleigh 
17 May

Greyhound Extravaganza 
Animal Health Trust 
Newmarket 
25 May

Suffolk Show 
Trinity Park 
Ipswich 
28 / 29 May
Dogs Welcome!

Colchester Food & Drink 
Festival 
Castle Park 
Colchester 
28 /29 June

Tendring Show 
Lawford House Park 
Nr Manningtree 
12 July

Events

Spring Dance 
Grundisburgh Village Hall 
Grundisburgh 
15 March 
Doors open at 7pm 
Tickets £6 

Dates for your 
2014 Diary

Greyhound Homer’s fourth annual quiz night took place in November. We were 
very pleased when tickets sold out weeks before the event, with 17 teams taking 
part.  The hall was full and we think a great time was had by all.  Most importantly, 
an impressive grand total of £1245.18 was raised for Greyhound Homer. Many 
thanks to all who attended and donated so generously.  

The winning team, Organised Chaos, are pictured here looking very pleased 
with themselves, and quite rightly so. They braved round such as School of 
Rock, Science and Nature, Current Affairs and Opening Lines and everybody’s 
favourite, the Observation round, to take a resounding win. They won the trophy 
donated last year by Stuart Robinson, and bottles of wine for all.  Fore Play + 
2 were in second place, with Help and The Winner Is? in joint third place. 50 
Shades of Greyhound might have had the best team name, but they came last,   
and were rewarded for being such good sports with a greyhound card game 
rather than the more traditional wooden spoon.  

The ticket price of £7.50 included a cheese and Sally’s delicious home made pate 
supper served half way through the evening. Teams supplied their own drinks - 
and as last year, the noise levels grew steadily throughout the evening.  There 
was no waste food, all the leftover cheese was enjoyed by the dogs at kennels 
the following day.  

Thanks should go to all who attended and donated so generously, all those who 
donated the vast array of raffle prizes, to Wendy and Chrissy in the kitchen, to 
Kevin the waiter, Sally the glamorous score-master and to quizmaster Robin. 

We’re already planning our 2014 quiz, and if the quick sell out of this year’s 
tickets is anything to go by you’ll need to get the date in your diary and buy your 
tickets as soon as we announce the date! 

Sara

Quiz Night Winners!
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How you can help 
and support us
We are always very grateful 
for any support that we 
receive, whether it is in the 
form of donations of money 
or items, or by giving  your 
time or effort. These are 
some of the ways you can 
help:

• We always love to 
see you at shows 
and events - nothing 
promotes greyhounds 
more than seeing 
a gaggle of them 
behaving perfectly! 
Or volunteer and give 
us a hand yourself.

• For the kennels
       old duvets & towels
       shredded paper
       dog treats
       unwanted leads,  
       collars, coats and 
       muzzles
• We now have an ebay 

account.  We can 
either auction your 
donated items, or you 
can donate money 
via Paypal or you can 
donate a percentage of 
your ebay sales to us.

• Donation of raffle 
prizes for the events 
we put on during the 
year.

• We have business cards 
for when you are out 
and about with your 
hounds and people 
show interest - or 
posters to put up.

Boxing Day Walk 2013

 
At least 108 greyhounds assembled on Felixstowe sea 
front for the traditional Greyhound Homer Boxing Day 
walk. We say “at least” because others joined the walk 
after the official count was done so we don’t know exactly 
how many dogs there were - but there were a lot by 
anybody’s standards! We were delighted to see so many 
of the hounds homed by Greyhound Homer and others 
gathered together and behaving so delightfully.  

We walked along the seafront and received many 
compliments about how well behaved the hounds were 
and how impressive they all looked together. There was 
one lady who commented “they all look just the same” 
as she walked through the greyhound throng - in fact, 
there were all colours of greyhound and festive attire on 
display. There’s always one! 

Sally was up at 6:30am making mince pies for us all, as 
usual demonstrating dedication well above and beyond 
the call of duty. Kevin was on Radio Suffolk at 7:30 talking 
about the walk. Heather and Rachel did an admirable job 
of serving tea and coffee, and huge thanks should go to 
Kevin’s Dad, Eric Baalham, for the use of his beach hut. 
There was liver cake for all the hounds, and I was very 
impressed that I emerged with all my fingers intact, with 
the vast majority of the hounds being very gentle indeed. 

The best part of these walks are seeing the hounds that 
we’ve homed over the years, so happy and well-looked 
after. Most notable of all the hounds homed this year on 
the walk was Toby. There was a time when we worried 
that we would never be able to find a suitable home for 
him - look at him now! What a handsome festive boy! 

With the generosity that is usual from our wonderful 
greyhound owners, but that we will never take 
for granted, a total of £310 was raised on the 
day from donations and there were more funds 
raised from selling coats, mugs etc. Thank you all!  
Hope to do it all again next Boxing Day. 

Sara

 
Toby,  
a very happy 
hound having a 
wonderful life.
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Alice

Mo

cassie

Chase

Vinny

Concord

Lady

Marlis

Homeless Hounds

Please do get in touch with 
Sally or Kevin if you are 
interested in homing any 
of these hounds.

Spring Dance March 15th 2014 with Travellin’ Light
Come and join us for another great evening  with Travellin’ Light on 15th March, 
playing lots of your favourites from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. The event is being 
held in the Grundisburgh Village Hall and once again arranged by Kevin Lambert, 
owner of Jack Spark. Kevin is a wonderful supporter of Greyhound Homer and 
fully funds this event and has done for the past three years. Every penny of your 
ticket price will go to support the greyhounds and to find them forever homes. 

You can get your tickets from Kevin Lambert, Sally or Kevin Baalham or by ringing 
01473 659866 or email sally@greyhoundhomer.org.uk

Tickets cost £6 per person, a licensed bar will be available. We will also have a 
raffle so any donation of prizes would be greatly appreciated. Click Here for a 
Poster

Dear Belle came into our home 
four years ago from Greyhound 
Homer and immediately became a 
wonderful companion to our older 
whippet cross  boy Benson during 
his last few years.  The sweetest girl 
right from the moment she arrived, 
loved attention and promptly fitted 
into our lives as if she had been 
with us for her entire eight and a half 
years rather than retiring from her 
racing career and then being a mum 
to litters of greyhound puppies!Belle 
respected Benson and would have 
loved to play games with him, but 
unfortunately he wasn’t up to them 
anymore.  When  we sadly lost our 
dear boy Benson, just over a year 
ago, we re-homed Teddy, who was 
a dear sweet but rather nervous 
black young boy of six years.  Belle 
liked him straight away and we 
were so glad she now had a new 
friend since she had seemed sad 
at losing Benson.  The only main 
difference now is that Belle made it 
clear she would be the top dog!  But 
Teddy was perfectly content with 
this arrangement and we tended to 
call him ‘the shadow’ as he followed 
Belle everywhere.

Belle was a sociable girl with 
everyone right from the start, always 
seeking fusses and everybody liked 
her.  She especially loved to go to 
the shows with Greyhound Homer, 
helping  promoting greyhounds as 
pets and she loved  to be stroked 

and cuddled by people passing.  More recently 
at shows, Belle still loves to attend and be 
part of everything, but sleeps a lot more 
and observes more!  Teddy is taking over 
the working hard at promoting greyhounds 
instead!

 A beautiful creamy fawn colour and even now 
at the age of twelve and a half,  Belle’s coat 
is glossy and doesn’t show any grey!  She is 
a little stiff getting out of bed these days but 
as soon as she is on her feet and outside, 
she happily enjoys the same walks with much 
younger Teddy – she goads him into running 
around her in the garden, a favourite game of 
hers these days!

Toosey Belle is a very special girl and 
we hope we have her for a very long 
time to come, and so does Teddy.  
Rowena

Toosey Belle


